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MSC BRIEFING 


8 Novel ab«r 1858 


NEAR BAST SITUATION 


1 . 


IGTPT: 


Egyptian liiptif and 


British counter- Fir* still is $ irogress at Port Said. 

A. Naur's si I It ary situation— while poor for prolenge d 


conventional operations — is aot hopeless for semi- 
guerilla campaign — "street to strsst, house to house**- 
sooh as he has contemplated. 

B. Orotund forces (aot coast log paramilitary, including 
8 to 12 year old kids, who were big factor in pro- 
longed Port Said fight) still amber as high as 
90, GOG, though weak io organisation. 

1. Major portion of araor still available: at 

least 3 armored groups (tanks, infantry and self- 
propelled artillery) remia deeplte Sinai losses. 

C. Egypt is a sir fores inoperative* 

1. Some planes— IL-2S’», a few transports,, and 
possibly a one MiG's — have been seat to safety 
in Saudi Arable sad Syria. 


D. Egypt's navy inactive. One petrol vessel is safe is 
Saudi harbor. Statue of units at Alexandria and Sues 
unknown. 

t. Egyptians buoyed up, at least temporarily, by Soviet 
"tough talk.*' 


1. Sound trucks want round Alexandria streets 5 
(MSA review completed November announcing Soviet aid coming. 
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XX. Rnsr will try to woo combination of Soviet threats and 

cease-fire to better hie bargaining position. 

A. Already eigne thet regime’s eerlier willingness to 
give US virtual carta blanche to nave Egypt from 
French and British has diminished. 

B. As of now. Soviet threats have regained USSR's 
eerious loeees of prestige — in Egypt and other Arab 
states— they suffered during first week of hostilities. 

C. Local populations will probably attribute announce- 
ment to Anglo-French cease-fire to Soviet pressure. 

XII. SUES CABAL .* Anglo-French invasion forces apparently 

control canal from Port Said to Qantara (about 30 miles 

south— map) . 

A. Technicians sad equipment, accompanying invasion, 
will undertake cpeesanee of canal, but British 
Admiralty ayt it may take two to three months to 
restore operations. 

B. Approaches to northern end southern entrances have 
been mined. Mines may also have been planted in the 
canal channel. Lighthouses and navigational aids 
have been destroyed or damaged . 

C. At Port Said. Egyptians have sunk at least one large 
dredge — the canal company*# best— as well as one salvage 
vessel and three floating cranes. 

1. Most of the canal *e other floating salvage, 
dredging and maintenance equipment is reported 
to have been scuttled elsewhere along the canal. 
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S. The abutments of Fir dan Bridge (on ly highway 


crossing the canal, *0 mi, 8 ©f Fort Said) haw# 
been blown into canal . 


3. Immediately south of Lake Tlmsah (above lama ilia) 
igyptiaas have sunk an LST, loaded with rock 
ballast, leaving only SB feet df clear channel. 


4. This LST prepared ae a block ship, was st tacked 


by British naval aircraft in hopes of slaking 


it outside the ship channel, bat vessel didn't 
sisk soon enough to keep Egyptians from partial 


success. 

S. St Southern end of canal, near Sues, at least 
one Egyptian Envy frigate and one fishing boat 
(undetermined slse) have been sunk across channel. 
D. the Egyptians are la easy position to hit "sweat 

water" csnsl, which supplies sll fresh miter to Fort 


Said and canal none, and starts is Cairo area. 


J08»A* AJfD STRIA: 





it is clear that 


Jordan's civil authorities have no desire to start 
hostilities with Israel st this tins. 


B. Syrian civil authorities also anxious not to start 
nr, though they fatalistically assert themselves 
bound to Egyptian wheal. 
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1. Burl's known pro-British posture has already 



brought criticlsn. 

Iraqi aray sight 

not follow Kart’s ordara, if he sought to protect 


British. 


Til. BJOrnkm OF OIL IKTALLATIQW8 : Thuefar, sabotage has 

chiefly hit IPC facilities is Syria and Lebanon. (lip). 
A. On S Boveatfeer , one Syrian paspiag station CT-2) was 
destroyed and two others (T-3 and T-4) seriously 
damaged. On 5 Bovesber, IPO pipelines near Tripoli, 
in Lebanon, were blown up, Xarlier, a fire was re- 
ported at the terminal of one of the IPC lines at 


Baalyaa, in Syria. 

B. IPC lines, carrying oil from. Kirkuk, in Iraq, norsally 


account for over two- thirds of the average PS, 000 tons/day 


C. 


of Biddle last oil piped to Uadi ter raaeaa ports. 

it nay take 2 months to have 
these lines back in full operation, although pusping 
at a reduced rate can probably soon be resnsed. 
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ml? oil now Arriving At Mediterranean viA pipeline 
is through TAPLIKl (none 27,000 tons/day) . TAPLIKE 
terminus, as precAution Age ins t sabotage , has stepped 
loading say tankers declaring for Brit* la and Prance. 
Saudi Arabia Baa banned all oil shipments to Britilo 
and trance. A press r sport of 7 Boveober states 
that operations at tbs Bahrein refinery are also being 
cot, so a resol t of Saadi stoppage of crude supplies 
(modi crude has accounted for about 86% of the 
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and ©a 7 See saber ordered a Id-percent cat in 
doeestic oil end gasoline consumption. 

Z. french and Vest Osmans are in ainilar positions 
and are also planning allocation Measures. 
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